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Mr. Powers. You're in error, sir. It’s 1632342. The next name that ap- 
pears is Lee H. Oswald, private, first class, 1653230. And the next name is my 
name, Powers, Daniel P., 1497089. And the next name that appears is Schrand, 
Martin B., private, first class, 1639604, 

Mr. Jenner. And that is spelled S-c-h-a-r-a-n-d? 

Mr. Powers. A-n-d, sir. 

Mr. Jenner. Yes, -r-a-n-d. Or just Schand, is it? Spell it, please. 

Mr. Powers, 8-c-h-r-a-n-d. 

Mr. Jenner. All right. I want to get that straight because we do have an 
incident that occurred with respect to him that I want fo ask you about. 

Mr. Powers. Yes, sir. It did. 

Mr. Jenner. Those are all the men. Now, were you fellows destined to be 
together pretty much as a group from that point on for some time? 

Mr. Powers, How do you mean “destined”? 

Mr. Jenner. Did it turn out that the five of you—your assignments from 
then on were—ran relatively parallel? 

Mr. Powers. Up to—you could say that’s true to a certain extent. We did 
attend school there. Then from Mississippi we were assigned orders to go 
overseas, ind report to El Toro, Calif. Here, while we were at Mississippi, it 
was parallel. We attended the same classes, and in the same particular group 
as far as the initial starting of training and graduation, if you would like 
to call it that. 

Mr. Jenner: Yes. 

Mr. Powers. And then once we got to California, they changed somewhat 
because some of the people reported in early to California and some of them 
reported later, so this getting Into an overseas draft meant that some were 
leaving out of California earlier than others, of course, which would mean their 
assignments as far as orders, were different. 

I would say that four of the names mentioned previously, Camarata, Oswald, 
Powers, and Schrand, went to the Far Kast; Bandoni and Brereton, I’m not 
sure where they went. I think they went to the east coast, as I recall. 

Mr, Jenner. What was your first impression of Oswald when you traveled 
from Jacksonville, Fla., to Biloxi, and Keesler Field, in Mississippi? 

Mr. Powers. Well, my first impression of this individual is that he was 
somewhat, to use the term, “loner.” He was an individual who was normally 
outside the particular group of marines that were in this attachment to 
Keesler. 

I felt that he was a somewhat younger individual, less matured than the 
other boys. Again, this was just a personal opinion. 

Mr. Jenner. By the way, what Is your age? 

Mr. Powers. My age at the moment is 27. 

Mr. Jenner. All right. And what is the date of your birth? 

Mr. Powegzs. July 20, 19386. At that particular time I believe I was—— 

Mr. Jenner So you were 3 years older than Oswald. He was born October 18, 
1989? 

Mr. Powens. Yes; that’s correct. 

Mr. Jenner. Did any incident occur during your travel from the Naval Air 
Base in Jacksonville to Keesler Field in Biloxi, Miss., with respect to Oswald 
which arrested your attention or was there any question about him? 

Mr. Powers. No. 

Mr. Jenner. Or was this relatively uneventful? 

Mr. Powers. It was uneventful, you might say. There is nothing that you 
would care to attach any significance to other than to the fact that for the most 
of us, this was the first time that we ever were on a train and this was some- 
what a new experience for the most part for most of us, 

Mr. Jenner. I see. And how many days travel were you given? 

Mr. Powers. I believe It was an overnight travel. So it probably—2 days, 
May 3 to May 4, is when we actually reported in here; departed Jacksonville, 
Fla., on 2 May 1957 and arrived in Biloxi, Miss. 4 May. So we reported for 
duty on that particular day. 

Mr. Jenner. So you were then there May 4, 1957? 

Mr. Powers. That's correct. 
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Mr. Jenner. What was the nature of your training, and then after that, give 
his training, in Keesler Field. 

Mr. Powers, The nature of my training was to be trained in the operation 
of radar equipment which was used to guide or locate aircraft in the air. 
His training was completely parallel to mine. It was similar; it was the same 
in context. 

Mr. Jenner. And is that likewise true of these other men? 

Mr. Powexs. That’s also correct, yes. 

Mr. Jenner. And your assignments from day to day were relatively parallel 
then? 

Mr. Powers. I would think they were exactly parallel as far as attending 
classes. We went to the same classes, we were at the same level of instruction 
throughout the whole school. I mean we were brought right along. Some were 
above the others, and in retention of what they were learning; we still were 
similar, I would say exact In the classes that we did attend. 

Mr. Jenner. These were in general—this was aircraft control and warning 
operator course? 

Mr. Powers. That’s correct, yes. 

Mr. Jennen. And it included the classes of uses of radar and other aircraft 
warning devices? 

Mr. Powers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jennes. Were you awarded the—what is known as the M.O.8., Military 
Occupation Specialty? 

Mr. Powers. Yea; we were. I believe coming out of—excuse me—coming out 
of Jacksonville, Fla., we were given a general M.O.8. of 6700, and then after— 

Mr. Jennes. Explain what that means to me. 

Mr. Powers. M.O.S. is a Military Occupational Specialty, and all it does is 
categorize you as to what you are going to fall in when they issue you onders; 


and 6700 is aircraft, as I understand; my memory may be somewhat faded or 
dim 


And when we did come out of Keesler, then we were added the additional 
digit of 47 which would make us a ground—lI better not say “ground control,” 
radar operator for—as a guess, I would eall it an early warning system. 

Mr. Jennre. And how long did you boys remain at Keesler? 

Mr. Powers. Exact dates would be from 4 May to 4 June 1957, is when we 
picked up our orders to go to California. 

Mr. Jenner. That’s a month from the day? 

Mr. Powrns. I'm sorry. It says here, “You will stand transferred June 19, 
1957, and you will report to your temporary duty station at 12 July 1957.” 
This is when we were—2400 hours—we were supposed to report in the tempo 
rary duty station, which was Bl Toro, Calif. 

Mr. Jenner. Did you boys travel out to El Toro? 

Mr. Powers. From 19 June to 12 July 1957. This was somewhat blurred here. 
16 days delay and 4 days travel by commercial. So it would be—June is 30— 
it would be 11 and 12, which would be 20—— 

Mr. Jenner. 16days. 11 and 12, that would be 23 days. 

Mr. Powers. Yes; so actually it must be 19 days and 4 days travel by com- 
mercial carrier. 14 days—rather 19 days’ delay. ‘ 

Mr. Jenner. Did you boys travel out to Hil Toro? 

Mr. Powers. No; we did not. Most of us went on leave from there to—rather 
from Mississippi to our homes and spent time there, and then proceeded to 
California by commercial vehicle. 

Mr. Jewnen. And were you living in Minneapolis at that time? 

Mr. Powrgs. No; I was not. My leave address, Rural Route No. 2, Owatonna, 
Minn. That was my parents’ home. 

Mr. Jenner. Did you have any recollection of Oswald while he was at Keesler? 
That is, did he continue to be—you used the term “loner”’—was he a loner while 
he was at Keesler Field? 

Mr. Powers. I would say yes and no. A “loner” is a real poor term to use. 

Mr. Jennes, All right. 

Mr. Powers. I think that he was an individual that found it hard to come in 
close relationship to any one individual, and I don’t say that he was one that 
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Mr. Powers. Now that you brought New Orleans up, he used to—he used 
to go home to New Orleans from Biloxi there, as I recall again. This was only 
a short distance, between 50 and 71 miles, and he would go home on weekend 
passes; and once we were through clusses on Friduy, we were free as long as 
we were in class ugain on Monday morning, as I recall. And it seems to me 
that he mentioned, or he did go home, that he wasn't In Mississippi or the 
Blloxi area on weekends. 

I might be wrong in this, but it seems to me that he did go all weekend, and 
I think that you did mention New Orleans, that this possibly sticks in my 
mind as associated with New Orleans and him at Biloxi, Miss. 

Mr. Jenner. When you boys had liberty, did you tend to stick together on 
your liberties or on oceasion take your liberties together, one or more of you? 

Mr. Powers, As I recall now, a8 soon as school was over every day, we had 
our liberty cards, we could leave, and then we could come back as long as we 
were back on base in the morning to attend classes, and at this particular 
period of time, I was married and my interests were somewhat different than 
the other fellows. 

Mr, Jenner. Was your wife on the base? 

Mr. Powers. No; she was not. She was living with my parents back home 
in Minnesota, Owatonna. And my liberty usually consisted of going to the 
beach and lying around suntanning or fooling or swimming, and lots of times 
maybe three or four of us would go down—in my mind, we used to eat all the 
spaghetti that we could get down there, and we would go downtown once in a 
while; but as far as particularly going together, I would possibly say that the 
boys from the east cvast, Bandoni and Brereton, they were quite close, and 
Camarata, that particular group, they were quite close, and—but if we were 
just going down to lie around the beach, we wuuld usually go over, and I 
don’t recall Oswald going with us, and I don’t recall in my mind that he was 
on liberty. And this would possibly bear out the fact that it's in my mind that 
he went to New Orleans on weekends because it seems that he wasn’t ever 
around there. 

Mr. Jenner. But even at night when you were excused fron class, did he 
haye a tendency to join the group or not join the group on your leave card 
periods? 

Mr. Powers. Well, there were so muny thingy. Normally, as I recall, it 
wasn’t a general practice thut we left the base during the week, Now, we 
usually stayed around the barracks and either studied or go over to the gym 
and work out or something of this nature, and I can't recall him in the barracks 
except when we would have inspection on Saturdays or something in the Air 
Force doing the inspection, and all the marines were complaining that we 
shouldn't have to stay for an Air Force inspection, and again this substantiates 
the idea that he went home to New Orleans because I think it came once a 
month or something, and we happened to get in the period that we had two 
of them, and he was anxious to go because inspection was Saturday morning, 
and he wanted to get out early out of the base to leave, and he had to stand 
inspection. 

Mr. Jenner. Was this a fair statement, Mr. Powers, whether or not he went 
to New Orleans on his weekend leave, he did not remain in the Biloxi area, 
is your impression? 

Mr. Powers. I couldn't say truthfully because I don't know what you mean 
by the “Biloxi area.” At least he did not remain on the Air Force base. He 
left the Air Force base. Now, if he remained in Biloxi proper, the town, the 
community, I’m not sure. 

But it was my opinion that he was not in the close proximity. He would 
be traveling over a period of time, then he would return to the base. 

Mr. Jenner. Our records show that at the time he left Keesler to travel to 
Bl Toro, he was rated 4.2 in conduct and 4.5 in proficiency. What is that? 
What do those grades mean in terms of the maximum or the minimum? 

Mr. Powers. I'm not sure what the scale—I cannot recollect what the scale 
is. I think it was 5.0 is the top. 

Mr. Jennex. You're right. And would 4.2 in conduct and 4.5 in proficiency 
be a pretty fair rating? 
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down to the Philippines, they went down, oh, I don’t know, probably sometime 
in November, and I stayed down and played football, and then after that, I was 
wrestling—I wrestled for a while, and then out of the blue came orders to go 
to the Philippines, and from that time, I think this was sometime in the middle 
of January—— 

Mr, JENNER, What was the function of MACS 1? 

Mr. Powers, It was a squadron composed of a radar group. 

Mr. JENNER, About how many men? 

Mr. Powers, Oh, in estimating, I would say 100 personnel at the most, and its 
function was to support landings with the control of aircraft to particular target 
areas or target sites, and you would control the aircraft by radar rather than 
trying to use it all by visual flight. 

Mr, JENNER, When you say “control aircraft,” what do you mean by that? 

Mr. Powers. You would not actually control the aircraft by fiying it yourself, 
the operator or pilot would have to control the aircraft, and you would direct 
him as far as his turn is concerned, and his degrees, and turn 90° right, and 
you would control him to an intercept, so to speak, to another aircraft and you 
would intercept it until he got in range or where he could see it visually, and 
they took over. 

Mr. Jenner. And you would be communicating with him in some fashion? 

Mr. Powers. Yes; you would have him on radio, and at the same time, when 
we were in Atsugi, we were assigned, it seems to me, a particular sector of the 
horizon to cover to protect against incoming foreign aircraft, and you plotted 
it all on the board. You called it a “bogey” coming In, and they would scramble 
aircraft and intercept this bogey, if it didn’t have the identification system on. 

Mr. Jenner. And were these simulated enemy 

Mr. Powmes. Yes; I would say in our operations that they were in the Philip- 
pines, as I recall, it was all simulated. When we were in Japan, however, you 
would get the actual thing where you would have the scramble aircraft on a hot 
bogey—I think is the term that they used—and maybe It would be a Russian 
aircraft or Chinese aircraft straying into this particular area, and they would 
acramble aircraft after it and go up and take a look-see. And that is as far as I 
knew. 

Mr, JENNER. And so while you were in Japan, you would be actually looking 
for hot bogeys? 

Mr. Powrrs. Yes; I actually never spent that much time on the site. I was 
playing football or—— 

Mr. JENNER. Yes, 

Mr. Powers. SoasI recall, that is what we used to do. 

Mr, Jenner. Did Oswald play football? 

Mr. Powers. No; he was not athletic in any form. 

Mr. Jenner. He didn’t engage in any athletics? 

Mr. Powers. Not while I was in contact with him; no. 

Mr, JENNER. You mentioned when you boys were in Keesler you sometimes 
went tothe gym. Did he go to the gym and work out? 

Mr. Powrss. I can't recall that he ever did; no, sir. 

Mr. JENNER. You eventually rejoined the squadron or the group, did you, in 
the Philippines? 

Mr. Powers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JENNER. And when was that? 

Mr. Powrrs. Oh, it was in the middle of January or February. 

Mr, Jennes. Of 1958? 

Mr. Powers. Of 1958; yes, sir. 

Mr. Jenner, And where in the Philippines? 

Mr. Powers. Cubi Point. 

Mr. JENNER. C-u-b-i? 

Mr. Powegs. Yes; Cubi Point. 

Mr, Jenner. And what was the nature of that installation? 

Mr. Powers, This was just temporary quarters for the squadron. They were 
caught in between. They were at an operation early in November and then 
this—something—— 

Mr. JEnnER. That would be November of 1957? 
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Mr. Powers, Yes. Something flared up, I believe, in A somewhere 
in that aren, and they held the squadron on or & particular period of 
time; and then there was another operation going to start in February or 
sometime, or March, and they just 

Mr. JENNeR. Of 1958? 

Mr. Powers. Yes, sir; instead of sending them back up to Japan, and then 
have to come all the way back again, they just put them ashore at Cubi Point. 
And they just set up a temporary base and continued the operation out of 
there. There was actually no radar site Setup at that area, and we just got 
the gear and other materiel and trucks and apparatus and things, and equipment 
was repaired and made ready for the next operation. 

Mr. Jenner. And during your stay at the Philippines, were you ever at 
Subic Bay instead of Cubi Point? 

Mr. Powers. Cubi Point and Subic Bay are at close proximity. Cubi Point 
is the landing actually, and Subic Bay is the harbor, and you can almost call 
it one actual installation as far as I was concerned, but they were designated— 
Cubi Point was the landing strip and Subic Bay was the landing area. 

Mr. Jenner. In some of Oswald's autoblographical material prepared either 
then or later, he refers to the fact that it was at Subic Bay, and that doesn't 
appear in the official orders, and we wondered where he got that, and now you 
explained it for us. 

Mr. Powrrs. You traveled in between both, as far as they had the swimming 
point there; I remember it was at Subic—isn't it S-u-b-i-c? 

Mr, Jenner. I don’t want to say it. 

Mr. Powers. I thought it was Subic; I'm probably wrong. 

Mr. JENNER. I won't say that you're wrong, I think you're right. It’s Cubi 
Point and Subic Bay. 

Mr. Powers. Yes; there was actually one installation in my mind. They 
were separated, but one was the harbor for the ships and the other was for 
the aircraft. 

Mr, Jenner. Now, was the same group that we—that you described earlier 
that came from Jacksonville, Fla., still together at Cubi Point when you re- 
Joined the squadron? 

Mr. Powers. All but certain elements. I think the people In my particular 
group that originated in Jacksonville, the only people that were left was 
Schrand, Oswald, and myself. And the rest of them were dispersed in Japan 
or the Far East area or in the United States somewhere. 

Mr. Jenner. And did an Incident occur with respect to Mr. Schrand? 

Mr. Powers. Yes: he was—this happened after I arrived from the Japanese 
mainland. He waa on guard duty one evening and he was shot to death. Now, 
I have never seen the official report or anything, but the scuttlebutt at that time 
was that he was shot undernenth the right arm and it came up from underneath 
the left neck, and it was by a shotgun which we were authorized to carry while 
we were on guard duty. 

Mr. Jenner. Were these also sometimes called riot guns? 

Mr. Powers. Riot guns; yes. And that is the only thing that—significance 
f attach to it other than he was either leaning against the shotgun or was fool- 
ing with it, but he was shot anyway. 

Mr. Jenner. Was there—yon don’t know what the official finding was with 
respect to—— 

Mr. Powers. No: I do not. I never had access to anything of this natnre. 

Mr, Jenner. Was there any seuttlebutt about it? 

Mr. Powers. No; other than that he was fooling with the weapon. Other 
than that, we couldn’'t—as I recall, we could never realize how a guy could 





Mr. Jenner. As far as you boys were concerned at that time, was there any 
scuttlebutt or speculation about anyone of you being involved in that incident ? 
Mr. Powers. Not to my recollection at all. 


Mr, JENNER. When I say “you,” that includes Oswald. 
Mr. Powers. Not that I know of ; no, sir, 


Mr. Jenner. Weren't there some instructions in connection with the use 
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of those riot guns when you were on guard duty that you would keep the 
chamber free of slugs? 

Mr. Powers. I’m almost sure—again I can’t say for sure, but it seems to 
me that we were issned three shells, and—again, I'm not sure; it seems to me 
that we were not supposed to put them in the weapon or supposed to put them 
in the weapon and keep it out of the chamber: in other words, you jacked it 
into the chamber if you needed it, but your chamber itself should be kept free. 

Mr. Jenner. To avold accidents? 

Mr. Powers, Yes; I think this was the rule because you would have to click 
them to get them out this way, and to avoid an incident such as happened. 

Mr. Jenner, Did you boys do any maintenance work In connection with your 
radar scanning assignment? 

Mr. Powers. We were not trained to do it; no. They had the assigned per- 
sonnel do it. 

' Mr, Juwarer. Do you recall anything in this connection with respect to guard 
duty relating to some kind of a special alrplane? 

Mr. Powrss. Yes, we—this happened again, I think, after the rest of the 
squadron left to go back to the Japanese mainland, and some of us were fs- 
signed temporary duty in Cubi Point there. I believe there were two of us, or 
three of us from the squadron. 

Mr. JENNER. Who were they? 

Mr. Powers. Murphy; I believe, was one of them; and Private—Private, 
First Class Murphy, and I don't recall the other individuals, who the other 
individuals were, but anyway, we were assigned there, and at this particular 
time, they were closely guarding a hangar. And as it developed, this was, not 
knowing then what it was, it was a U-2 aircraft, but this was after the rest of 
the squadron left, which Oswald was included in, for the mainiand, 

Mr. JeNnnex. Oswald was included in a group that had returned to the 
mainland? 

Mr. Powers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jenner. Was Oswald still at Cubi Point when Marine Schrand was shot? 

Mr. Powers. I believe he was; yes. The whole squadron was there then, so 
he must have been there: yes. 

Mr. JenNer, But Schrand's guard duty was not guard duty in connection with 
these special airplanes of which you now speak? 

Mr. Poweas. Well, no; I don't believe so. I can't say that for sure, what it 
was regarding. But I don't think so. I think they were on the site guarding 
the equipment that he had there, and it seems to me that the Air Force moved 
in that particular hangar after the ajuadron went up. I think this is correct. 

Mr. Jenner. Was there a—did you have an assignment when you Were 
shipped to Corregidor? 

Mr, Powers, Yes; this assignment came between when I originally flew in to 
Cubi Point and then the squadron went on another operation-where they were 
preparing—after they prepared their equipment there, and we went down to 
Corregidor and we stayed there approximately a month or 6 weeks at the most, 
and then we came back and then the people, they dropped off the four or five 
personnel that were on temporary duty, and then the rest of the squadron con- 
tinued on to the mainland. 

Mr. JENNER. Was Oswald part of the group that was assigned to Corregidor? 

Mr. Powers. Yes ; the whole squadron was assigned to it, 

Mr. Jenner. And what did you do at Corregidor? 

Mr. Powers. We participated in a—I think it was the 3d Marine Division 
in the operation of military exercises. 

Mr. JenNer. The same sort of thing that you had been doing back in Cubi 
Point? 

Mr. Powers. Yes; with the exception now that we were plotting simulated 
aircraft, scanning for it. 

‘Mr. Jenner. Any incident occur during that period involving Oswald? 

Mr. Powers, No; nothing that I recall. Something sticks in my mind about 
being on mess duty, but I can't recall what the incident was. I have a picture 
of it In my mind. 
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Mr. JENNER. But he did Say something to the effect that he'd just as soon 
stay in Japan? 

Mr. Powers, Yes. 

Mr. Jenner. Rather than return to the United States? 

Mr. Powers. Yes. 

Mr. JENNER. Were you given liberty when you were at Atsugi the way you 
were given liberty at Biloxi, that is, at certain hours of the day or on weekends, 
you would have liberty? 

Mr. Powers. Gee, you have to secure liberty cards to get off the base at 
Atsugi, and by doing this, some weekends you had a duty weekend, and—but 


liberty card, and then you checked out to the sergeant on duty and went on 
liberty. 
Mr. JENNER. And how often were you permitted this liberty? 

Mr. Powers. AsI recall, you could get it on every day. 

Mr. JENNER. And what about weekends? 

Mr. Powers. And, say, weekends, and possibly once a month you had duty 
weekend, so 3 weekends out of the month. 

Mr. Jenner, So you would have 3 out of the 4? 

Mr. Powers. Yes. 

Mr, JENNER. Per month? 

Mr. Powens. Possibly every fifth one we stood, but I think it was 3. 

Mr. Jenner, In other words, three ont of four you had liberty, and 1 of the 
weekends, the fourth one you stood on duty at camp? 

Mr. Powers. Yes. 

Mr. Jenner. Did Oswald tend to take all the liberty that he could get? 

Mr. Powers. I couldn't truthfully- say, 

Mr. Jenner, All right. What was that operation called in the Philippines, 
Operation Strong Back? 

Mr. Powrrs. I believe the second one was Strong Back, yes. 

Mr. Jenner. When you say “second one," what do you mean by that? 

Mr. Powers. The first one they went down to—when I stayed down to play 
football; I don’t remember what that was. 

Mr. JENNER. But the one that you attended was Operation Strong Back? 

Mr. Powers. I think 80 ; yes, sir. 

Mr. JENNER. Were you boys ever sent to Formosa? 

Mr. Powers, Yes, we—this was on our way home. Now, this wasn’t—he was 
still in Japan, as I remember; he must have—yes, he was still in Japan, and 
on our way home, we went to Formosa and no one got off the ship; we just 
picked up some civilians, I believe, there. 

Mr, JENNER. But Oswald was not there with you? 

Mr. Powers. No. And then we just went on across—— 

Mr. JenNER. While you continued to have acquaintance and contact with 
Oswald, did his rank change from private to private first class? 

Mr. Powers. I don't recall. , 

Mr. Jenner, Do you recall Oswald having received discipline as a result of the 
court-martial involving the discha rge of the .22 caliber pistol? 


Mr. Powers. I think this came after, if it did come, it probably came after 
I left Japan. 


Mr. Jenner. I see. 

Mr. Powers. I arrived home on the 4th of July, so I must have been en route 
most of June. 

Mr. Jenner. But you don't recall any punishment that was mIneted out to him? 

Mr. Powrns. I don't know ; no, sir, 

Mr. Jenner. Off the record. 

(Whereupon, discussion was had off the record. ) 

Mr. Jenner. Back on the record. Now, in connection with your remarks that 
he stated to you that he'd just as soon stay in Japan, do you recall, was there 
any scuttlebutt in the Squadron that he applied for an extension of his stay in 
Japan? 


Mr. Powers. I don’t know. I can't say that I recall anything because a lot of 
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